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Recognizing Artsakh’s Path to Stability

Since the establishment of the Republic of Azerbaijan in 1918, a single issue has
remained in the Caucasus: an issue that continues to threaten the security of Artsakh’s citizens,
an issue that has fueled three bloody wars and one that will continue claiming lives if action is
not immediately taken: the question of the Republic of Artsakh’s international status. With
Artsakh internationally recognized as Azerbaijani territory despite maintaining an Armenian
majority for millenniums, the world has turned a blind eye to this small, yet indigenous, group of
Armenians, dismissing mass atrocities committed against Artsakhstis in the name of civil unrest.
Though meeting all international requirements to establish a country, Artsakh has yet to be
recognized as such, and this uncertainty is causing further deterioration to Artsakh’s internal and
external stability. However, with a population of eight million people in over one hundred
countries, the Armenian diaspora has a great capacity to bring about action, and ultimately, a
lasting resolution to the Artsakh conflict. Therefore, in their respective countries, diasporans
must encourage and demand their legislatures to recognize Artsakh, for only through recognition
will there be an ensured peace, and in turn, growth in our homeland.

The 2020 Artsakh War proved that particularly an international legal protection of the
Republic of Artsakh is necessary; because the world does not acknowledge Artsakh as an
independent nation, it lacks legal protections offered to sovereign countries, especially in times
of war. For instance, international law defines aggression as "the use of armed force by a State

against the sovereignty, territorial integrity or political independence of another State” (Rome



Statute of the International Criminal Court Article 8 bis 2). Since Artsakh is considered a part of
Azerbaijan, Artskh’s borders are not recognized and cannot legally protect itself. As a result, to
the international community, Azerbaijan was resolving an internal, political issue last year and
did not attack an established state; under President Ilham Aliyev’s command, dozens of
Armenians were beheaded, ancient Armenian lands were lost, and religious and cultural
monuments were destroyed, but to this day, the International Criminal Court has not prosecuted
the Azerbaijaini government for these atrocities. The world continues to see Artsakh as nothing
more than an illegal seperatist region, but recognition will ensure Artsakh peace and justice;
because the international law of aggression will be activated against Azerbaijan in future
transgressions, Artsakh will be protected from remaining highly susceptible to further human
rights violations.

Fortunately, the Armenian diaspora has a larger role in world politics than ever before, as
this generation is the most educated group of Armenians; from advancements in the medical field
to positions in the White House, Armenians have proven their great abilities to bring forth
change. As demonstrated in the past, diasporans who concentrate their efforts on a single cause
can have legislation passed that will affect Armenia and Artsakh in the years to come,
particularly if that emphasis is on Artsakh’s international recognition. As such, in 2001, the
Armenian National Committee of America (ANCA) aggressively advocated for a reduction of
military aid to Azerbaijan; after the ANCA’s extensive lobbying for months, from sending
leaflets to making calls, the US government passed Section 907 of the Freedom Support Act,
“prohibiting the provision of U.S. assistance to the government of Azerbaijan until” Azerbaijan
“cease[s] all blockades and other offensive uses of force against Armenia and

Nagorno-Karabakh" (Public Law 102-511). Had there not been this major push from the



diaspora, the US government would have no political incentive to cease aiding the Aliyev’s
dictatorial regime, but since the U.S. diaspora politically united themselves in the name of
supporting Armenia, Section 907 was ratified. With this major victory, diasporans saw that their
actions regarding politics, even from abroad, directly impact Armenia, so realizing they have
strength in numbers, the diaspora must continue collaborating to push for the recognition of
Artsakh; since they have the means to bring forth change, diasporans must continue asserting
pressure on their respective governments for the passage of Artsakh’s recognition.

Upon receiving acknowledgement, Artsakh will have the full opportunity to flourish, for
with political stability comes lower emigration rates, more foreign investment, and overall,
economic growth. With Artsakh protected against aggression, the people of Artsakh will have the
confidence that they are in fact safe and can then comfortably establish their lives at home in
Artsakh; with this steady workforce, the economy will consistently stabilize and reach its fullest
potential. Additionally, since there will be little-to-no threat of another detrimental war, investors
will see Artsakh as a country capable of great success, and this impouring of finances will allow
Artsakh to compete on a global scale, thereby raising the living conditions of all Artsakh’s
citizens back at home. Recognition as a state will also grant Artsakh access “to loans from the
World Bank,” which will contribute to the elimination of poverty in the region. In addition to
receiving grants, Artsakh will have the opportunity to abide by international laws that allow them
to participate in the interconnectivity of the world, which would otherwise be infeasible as a de
facto state; services like shipping and money transfers will become more cost-effective and
efficient, and in the following years, trade agreements will also be established with those around
them, allowing Artsakh to finally overcome its economic stagnation and decline and instead

become a center of prosperity in the Caucuses (BBC News. 10, October).



With the great importance international recognition holds for this group of Armenians
highly susceptible to harm, the diaspora must push their respective governments to acknowledge
the Republic of Artsakh as an independent state. As a de facto country dependent on other
countries, mainly Russia, for security, Artsakh is especially vulnerable to another war.
Furthermore, prosecution on the basis of aggression applies only between two states, so if
Artsakh is not considered separate from Azerbaijan, it will have no foreign protection during
another crisis. Additionally, recognition will allow Artsakh to establish its own trade agreements
and treaties, which will further provide support for this Armenian population. Artsakh has met
the requirements to be considered a country, but since the world has no economic interests to be
involved in a lasting resolution, Artsakh is consistently ignored. The existence of Artsakh
depends on foreign involvement, and since diasporans can speak up for Artsakh, it is imperative
they pursue the question of Artsakh status; once the Republic of Artsakh is recognized as a
separate entity, it will have the opportunity to join the world community and continue to thrive in

the next millennium.
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